
Dear Representative Williams:

I am writing to you in concern about SB31. I am a bail bond agent in Gadsden,AL.

Gadsden's crime rate has increased in the last few months. I firmly believe that Gadsden
Municipal Court may be partially to blame. In September 2020 Judge Patricia Granger made a
policy that releases all people arrested, other than those charged with Domestic Violence or DUI,
on their own recognizance. There are some exceptions such as those who have missed court
being placed on a cash bond.

According to current state law, a person must meet requirements for judicial public bail. State v.
Blake 642 So. 2d 959 (1994), defines judicial public bail as one's own recognizance.
Requirements for judicial public bail state:

Section 15-13-145
Defendants who may be eligible.
Any person charged with a felony, misdemeanor, or violation shall be eligible for a judicial
public bail, if:

(1) The person is not charged with robbery, capital murder, forcible sex crimes, escape,
trafficking in drugs, or the sale of drugs.

(2) The person has not been convicted of a previous felony or committed a felony while being
released on any form of bail.

(3) The person is not presently under a suspended sentence or on probation or parole for a
previous conviction on a misdemeanor or a felony.

(4) There is no evidence, satisfactory to the judicial officer, that the person has violated a
previous bail release, whether it be judicial public bail, property, cash, or professional surety bail.

Instead of following these guidelines, SB31 is set to automatically release many people who may
not qualify to be released on their own recognizance.

Many arrested in Gadsden are repeat offenders and do not qualify for judicial public bail.
Recently the company I work for had a client who had more than ten (10) failure to appear cases
with the City of Gadsden, unbeknownst to us. My company was the surety on only one of those
cases. The defendant was arrested by the City of Gadsden on new charges. If my company had
not had a bondsman's process issued, this man a repeat offender who does not typically go to



court, was due to be released on his own recognizance after the mandatory 24-hour drug hold
Etowah County Jail imposes was over. This is only one of the many examples.
On several occasions, my company has had an agent sitting in the courtroom at the City of
Gadsden. On one of those occasions more than half of the docket failed to show up for court.
Many people only go to court because there is a threat of a bail company coming to pick them up
if they do not.

I am ashamed to admit there are several criminals in my family. Before they were a little more
cautious about stealing things from stores, now they are not worried because they will be out of
jail in a few minutes at no cost to them. I have also personally witnessed a Gadsden Police
officer completely ignoring a man stumbling across the road, with a liquor bottle in hand, in my
neighborhood. I can't blame the officer, the man would be right back on the street in a very short
time.

I am considered an independent contractor working for a small business owner. Due to this
policy, my income from September 2020 to December 2020 is less than half of what it was in
previous years. I was already poverty level before. This policy has caused me to have to drain
my savings just to survive. I have applied for almost every job I meet the qualifications to do, to
have a second income or to leave the bail industry altogether. I have not received one call back.
If this bill passes I will most likely be out of a job with no unemployment compensation to rely
on while securing another job.

I do not mind hearings to help the truly indigent, but if these people have the money to buy drugs
repeatedly, they have the money to bond out of jail. If these criminals do not have the money to
bond most of the time their families will bond them. If their family or friends refuse to help them
bond, it says more about the person in jail than it does about the system.

Why should I or others, in the same situation as I am, lose our livelihood for people who refuse
to follow the laws? I don't have children, but I imagine most bail agents do. Why should those
people worry about not being able to support their children because someone wants to help the
criminals? Why should small business owners lose their businesses for the same reason?

Thank you for your time,

Nicole Bolding

Please take into consideration all of the other people that are going to be affected by SB31 before
voting for or against it.


